Chlld Care Experts Seek Soiutuons To Needs fWorkmg Famuhas

At a time when many working families in Lake

County struggle to cobble together adequate child

- care and early education for their youngest children’

while they are at work, nearly 50 area experts and
leaders gathered last month in Gurhee to begin chart-
ing a course toward building a stronger support sys-
tem for them.

The Lake County Child Care and Early‘
Educatlon Summit was facilitated by the Ilinois -

Facilities: Fund’s Building Blocks 4nitiative, a $3.5-
million program fundéd by the Grand Victoria
Foundation. The summit was-co-hosted by the
Lake County Community Foundation, the Illinois
Facilities Fund (IFF), the United Way of Lake
County and YWCA Lake County Child Care
Resource and Referral,

“A.recent IFF study points to. pockets of Lake
County as aréas that may be lacking the basic infra-
structure to meet the growing demand for progtams
including Pre Kindergarten, Head Start and full-day
child care,” said Jacques Sandberg, director of com-
munity planning for IFF. “We organized this summit
to bring together Lake County's community leaders in

child care and early education to examine these. find- .
ings aiid ‘explore some mnovatlve ways theyican
address potential gaps in the delivery of services to
working families who reside in these underserved .

: famﬂy aan etziay

areas. This is a'big first step.”  *_

Specifically, the IFF study found that the Round
Lake Beach area, Zion, Waukegan, Park City,
Mundelein, and North Chicago are areas with high
concentrations of children who qualify for govern-
ment-supported early childhood services, but may
likely face insufficient p!ogrammmg and fac111t1es to
meet their needs.

At the Lake County ‘Child Care and Early
Education Summit, Sandberg and Heather Heaviland,
IFF Community Initiatives Manager, presented a
focused review of IFP’s research findings-in early
child care and education gaps, pointing to a .sﬁtriking
reality for underserved working families in Lake

County who may have to deal with an uneven patch-~

work of child care options while they are away at
wark.

" Those {n attendance examined where the greatest :

needs for child care and early education services are,
whether existing services are located'in the right areas
to meet those needs, what underlying needs and
resources ate already avallable, and how to galvanize
the system by finding and imiplementing poss1b1e ways
to fill existing gaps in services.
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her work focused. on.oyercoming the bartiers prevent-

-mg families from. aceessing child care and early educa-
. tion,-andto bring together the many programs provxd—
.ing these services to.familics in need.

Part1c1pants then broke out into discussion groups«
to brainstorm what the onthe-giound needs in-their
cornmitinitiés are, Based on these redlity-baged iieeds,
they will. continue to- collaborate to prloritlze a set of
recommendatlons for addressmg commumty needs
following the summit. Together, they. will formulate a

_set of strategic recommendations for growing and

strengthening child care'and eatly educatlon service”
capacity in.each commumty area, =

"The resuits of thé. IFF Lake County nieds assess-
mienit study and these recommendationis will ultihate-
ly serve as the basis.of a community-designed action

.planto develop and build an ongoing focused effort
that wdl resultiin more v1ab1e op’uons for workmg
" families.

The Illinois Fac1llt1es Fund ‘was founded g 1990
to offer’a spectrum of financial and:real estate

esources to nonprofits serving low-income and spe-
cial-needs communities throughout Iflinois. »
offered include community planning, facilities plan< .
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